
Comparing Translations of I Peter 1:22-2:3 
 

NIV  
22

 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for 

your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.  
23

 For you have been born again, not of perishable 

seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.  
24

 For,  

"All men are like grass,  

and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;  

the grass withers and the flowers fall,   
25

 but the word of the Lord stands forever."  

And this is the word that was preached to you
.   

1
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  

2
 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 

3
 now 

that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 

TNIV 
22

 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for 

each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.  
23

 For you have been born again, not of perishable 

seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.  
24

 For, 

 “All people are like grass, 

  and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; 

 the grass withers and the flowers fall, 

  but the word of the Lord endures forever.” 

And this is the word that was preached to you. 

 
1
 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  

2
 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 

3
 now 

that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 

ASV  
22

 Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, 

love one another from the heart fervently:  
23

 having been begotten again, not of corruptible seed, but of 

incorruptible, through the word of God, which liveth and abideth.  
24

 For, All flesh is as grass, And all the 

glory thereof as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower falleth:  
25

 But the word of the Lord 

abideth for ever. And this is the word of good tidings which was preached unto you.  
1
Putting away 

therefore all wickedness, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,  
2
 as newborn 

babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation;  
3
 if ye 

have tasted that the Lord is gracious: 

 

NASB  
22

 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently 

love one another from the heart,  
23

 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but 

imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.  
24

 For, "ALL FLESH IS LIKE 

GRASS, AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE FLOWER OF GRASS. THE GRASS WITHERS, AND THE 

FLOWER FALLS OFF,  
25

 BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER." And this is the 

word which was preached to you.  
1
Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and 

envy and all slander,  
2
 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow 

in respect to salvation,  
3
 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 



NRSV  
22

 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 

love, love one another deeply from the heart.  
23

 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 

imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.  
24

 For "All flesh is like grass and all its 

glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls,  
25

 but the word of the Lord endures 

forever." That word is the good news that was announced to you.  
1
Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, 

and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander.  
2
 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so 

that by it you may grow into salvation--  
3
 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 

NKJV  
22

 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, 

love one another fervently with a pure heart,  
23

 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but 

incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,  
24

 because "All flesh is as grass, 

And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away,  
25

 But the 

word of the LORD endures forever." Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.  
1
Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking,  

2
 as newborn babes, 

desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,  
3
 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 

gracious. 

 

Young’s Literal Translation  
22

 Your souls having purified in the obedience of the truth through the Spirit to brotherly love unfeigned, 

out of a pure heart one another love ye earnestly,  
23

 being begotten again, not out of seed corruptible, but 

incorruptible, through a word of God -- living and remaining -- to the age;  
24

 because all flesh is as grass, 

and all glory of man as flower of grass; wither did the grass, and the flower of it fell away,  
25

 and the 

saying of the Lord doth remain -- to the age; and this is the saying that was proclaimed good news to you.  
1
Having put aside, then, all evil, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envyings, and all evil speakings,  

2
 as 

new-born babes the word's pure milk desire ye, that in it ye may grow,  
3
 if so be ye did taste that the Lord 

is gracious, 

 

New American Bible  
22

 Since you have purified yourselves by obedience to the truth for sincere mutual love, love one another 

intensely from a (pure) heart.  
23

 You have been born anew, not from perishable but from imperishable 

seed, through the living and abiding word of God,  
24

 for: "All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the 

flower of the field; the grass withers, and the flower wilts;  
25

 but the word of the Lord remains forever." 

This is the word that has been proclaimed to you.  
1 
Rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, insincerity, 

envy, and all slander;  
2
 like newborn infants, long for pure spiritual milk so that through it you may grow 

into salvation,  
3
 for you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 

NLT  
22

 You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must show sincere love to 

each other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart.  
23

 For you have been born 

again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will last forever because it comes from the 

eternal, living word of God.  
24

 As the Scriptures say, "People are like grass; their beauty is like a flower in 

the field. The grass withers and the flower fades.  
25

 But the word of the Lord remains forever." And that 

word is the Good News that was preached to you.  
1
 So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all deceit, 

hypocrisy, jealousy, and all unkind speech.  
2
 Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so 

that you will grow into a full experience of salvation. Cry out for this nourishment,  
3
 now that you have 

had a taste of the Lord's kindness. 

 



NJB  
22

 Since by your obedience to the truth you have purified yourselves so that you can experience the genuine 

love of brothers, love each other intensely from the heart;  
23

 for your new birth was not from any 

perishable seed but from imperishable seed, the living and enduring Word of God.  
24

 For all humanity is 

grass, and all its beauty like the wild flower's. As grass withers, the flower fades,  
25

 but the Word of the 

Lord remains for ever. And this Word is the Good News that has been brought to you.  
1 
Rid yourselves, 

then, of all spite, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and carping criticism.  
2
 Like new-born babies all your longing 

should be for milk -- the unadulterated spiritual milk -- which will help you to grow up to salvation,  
3
 at 

any rate if you have tasted that the Lord is good . 

 

CEV 

 
22

 You obeyed the truth, and your souls were made pure.  Now you sincerely love each other.  But 

you must keep on loving with all your heart.  
23

 Do this because God has given you new birth by his 

message that lives on forever.  
24

 The Scriptures say, 

  “Humans wither like grass, 

  and their glory fades 

   like wild flowers. 

  Grass dries up, 

  and flowers fall 

   to the ground 

  
25

 But what the Lord has said  

   Will stand forever.” 

 Our good news to you is what the Lord has said. 

 
1
 Stop being hateful!  Quit trying to fool people, and start being sincere.  Don’t be jealous or say 

cruel things about others.  
2
 Be like newborn babies who are thirsty for the pure spiritual milk that will help 

you grow and be saved.  
3
 You have already found out how good the Lord really is. 

 

GNB 

 
22

 Now that by your obedience to the truth you have purified yourselves and have come to have a 

sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another earnestly with all your heart.  
23

 For through the 

living and eternal word of God you have been born again as the children of a parent who is immortal, not 

mortal.  
24

 As the scripture says, 

  “All mankind are like grass, 

   and all their glory is like wild flowers. 

  The grass withers, and the flowers fall 

  
25

 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 

This word is the Good News that was proclaimed to you. 

 
1
 Rid yourselves, then, of all evil; no more lying or hypocrisy or jealousy or insulting language.     

2
 Be like newborn babies, always thirsty for the pure spiritual milk, so that by drinking it you may grow up 

and be saved.  
3
 As the scripture says, “You have found out for yourselves how kind the Lord is.” 

 

ESV 
22

 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one 

another earnestly from a pure heart,  
23

 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 

imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God;  
24

 for  

"All flesh is like grass  

and all its glory like the flower of grass.  

The grass withers, and the flower falls,   
25

 but the word of the Lord remains forever."  

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.    
1 
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.  

2
 Like newborn 

infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation--  
3
 if indeed you have 

tasted that the Lord is good. 

  


