
Comparing Translations I Peter 2:18-25 
 

NIV 
18

 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and 

considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  
19

 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of 

unjust suffering because he is conscious of God.  
20

 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for 

doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before 

God.  
21

 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should 

follow in his steps. 
22

 "He committed no sin,  

and no deceit was found in his mouth." 
23

 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, 

he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  
24

 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that 

we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  
25

 For you were like 

sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 

TNIV 

 
18

 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are 

good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  
19

 For it is commendable if you bear up under the 

pain of unjust suffering because you are conscious of God.  
20

 But how is it to your credit if you receive a 

beating for doing wrong and endure it?  But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 

commendable before God.  
21

 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, that you should follow in his steps. 

 
22

 “He committed no sin, 

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23

 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.  Instead, 

he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  
24

  “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the tree, so that 

we might die to sins and live for righteousness;  “by his wounds you have been healed.”  
25

 For “you were 

like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 

NASB 
18

 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and 

gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.  
19

 For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward 

God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.  
20

 For what credit is there if, when you sin 

and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you 

patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.  
21

 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also 

suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 
22

 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, 

NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 
23

 and while being reviled, He did not revile in 

return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;  
24

 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  
25

 For you were continually straying like sheep, but 

now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

 

NRSV 
18

 Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all deference, not only those who are kind and 

gentle but also those who are harsh.  
19

 For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain 

while suffering unjustly.  
20

 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if 

you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval.  
21

 For to this you have been 

called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.  
22

 "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth."  
23

 When he was abused, he did not return 

abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.  
24

 He 

himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by 

his wounds you have been healed.  
25

 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to 

the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

 



NKJV 
18 

Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to 

the harsh.  
19

 For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering 

wrongfully.  
20

 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when 

you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God.  
21

 For to this you were 

called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:            
22

 "Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth"; 
23

 who, when He was reviled, did not 

revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges 

righteously; 
24

 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might 

live for righteousness -- by whose stripes you were healed.  
25

 For you were like sheep going astray, but 

have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 

Young’s Literal Translation 
18

 The domestics! be subjecting yourselves in all fear to the masters, not only to the good and 

gentle, but also to the cross;  
19

 for this {is} gracious, if because of conscience toward God any one doth 

endure sorrows, suffering unrighteously; 
20

 for what renown {is it}, if sinning and being buffeted, ye do 

endure {it}? but if, doing good and suffering {for it}, ye do endure, this {is} gracious with God, 
21

 for to 

this ye were called, because Christ also did suffer for you, leaving to you an example, that ye may follow 

his steps, 
22

 who did not commit sin, nor was guile found in his mouth, 
23

 who being reviled -- was not 

reviling again, suffering -- was not threatening, and was committing himself to Him who is judging 

righteously, 
24

 who our sins himself did bear in his body, upon the tree, that to the sins having died, to the 

righteousness we may live; by whose stripes ye were healed, 
25

 for ye were as sheep going astray, but ye 

turned back now to the shepherd and overseer of your souls. 

 

NLT 
18

 You who are slaves must accept the authority of your masters. Do whatever they tell you-- not 

only if they are kind and reasonable, but even if they are harsh.  
19

 For God is pleased with you when, for 

the sake of your conscience, you patiently endure unfair treatment.  
20

 Of course, you get no credit for being 

patient if you are beaten for doing wrong. But if you suffer for doing right and are patient beneath the 

blows, God is pleased with you.  
21

 This suffering is all part of what God has called you to. Christ, who 

suffered for you, is your example. Follow in his steps.  
22

 He never sinned, and he never deceived anyone.  
23

 He did not retaliate when he was insulted. When he suffered, he did not threaten to get even. He left his 

case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly.  
24

 He personally carried away our sins in his own body 

on the cross so we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. You have been healed by his wounds!  
25

 

Once you were wandering like lost sheep. But now you have turned to your Shepherd, the Guardian of your 

souls. 

 

NJB 
18

 Slaves, you should obey your masters respectfully, not only those who are kind and reasonable 

but also those who are difficult to please.  
19

 You see, there is merit if, in awareness of God, you put up 

with the pains of undeserved punishment; 
20

 but what glory is there in putting up with a beating after you 

have done something wrong? The merit in the sight of God is in putting up with it patiently when you are 

punished for doing your duty. 

  
21

 This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ suffered for you and left an example 

for you to follow in his steps.  
22

 He had done nothing wrong, and had spoken no deceit.  
23

 He was insulted 

and did not retaliate with insults; when he was suffering he made no threats but put his trust in the upright 

judge.  
24

 He was bearing our sins in his own body on the cross, so that we might die to our sins and live for 

uprightness; through his bruises you have been healed.  
25

 You had gone astray like sheep but now you have 

returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

 



GNB 

 
18

 You servants must submit yourselves to your masters and show them complete respect, not only 

to those who are kind and considerate, but also those who are harsh.  
19

 God will bless you for this, if you 

endure the pain of undeserved suffering because you are conscious of his will.  
20

 For what credit is there if 

you endure the beatings you deserve for having done wrong?  But if you endure suffering even when you 

have done right, God will bless you for it.  
21

 It was to this that God called you, for Christ himself suffered 

for you and left you an example, so that you would follow in his steps.  
22

 He committed no sin, and no one 

ever heard a lie come from his lips.  
23

 When he was insulted, he did not answer back with an insult; when 

he suffered, he did not threaten, but placed his hopes in god, the righteous Judge.  
24

 Christ himself carried 

our sins in his body to the cross, so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness.  It is by his wounds 

that you have been healed.  
25

 You were like sheep that had lost their way, but now you have been brought 

back to follow the Shepherd and Keeper of your souls. 

 

CEV 

 
18

 Servants, you must obey your masters and always show respect to them.  Do this, not only to 

those who are kink and thoughtful, but also to those who are cruel.  
19

 God will bless you, even if others 

treat you unfairly for being loyal to him.  
20

 You don’t gain anything by being punished for some wrong 

you have done.  But God will bless you, if you have to suffer for doing something good.  
21

 After all, God 

chose you to suffer as you follow in the footsteps of Christ, who set an example by suffering for you. 

 
22

 Christ did not sin 

  or even tell a lie. 

 
23

 Although he was abused,  

  he never tried to get even. 

      And when he suffered, 

  he made no threats. 

      Instead, he had faith in God, 

  who judges fairly. 

 
24 

Christ carried the burden 

  of our sins. 

      He was nailed to the cross, 

      so that we would stop sinning 

  and start living right. 

      By his cuts and bruises 

  you are healed. 

 
25

 You had wandered away 

  like sheep 

       Now you have returned  

to the one 

       who is your shepherd  

and protector. 

 

ESV 
18

 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to 

the unjust. 
19

 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering 

unjustly.  
20

 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do 

good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.   
21

 For to this you have been 

called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.  
22

 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.  
23

 When he was reviled, he did not revile in 

return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.  
24

 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 

wounds you have been healed.  
25

 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd 

and Overseer of your souls. 

  


