
Comparing Translations of I Peter 3:8-12 
 

NIV  
8
 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be 

compassionate and humble.  
9
 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to 

this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.  
10

 For,  

"Whoever would love life  

and see good days  

must keep his tongue from evil  

and his lips from deceitful speech.   
11

 He must turn from evil and do good;  

he must seek peace and pursue it.   
12

 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous  

and his ears are attentive to their prayer,  

but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 

 

TNIV 

 
8
 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and 

humble.  
9
 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult.  ON the contrary, repay evil with blessing, 

because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.  
10

 For,  

 “Whoever among you would love life  

  and see good days 

 must keep your tongue from evil 

  and your lips from deceitful speech. 

 
11

 Turn from evil and do good; 

  Seek peace and pursue it. 

 
12

 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

  and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 

 but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

 

ASV  
8
 Finally, be ye all likeminded, compassionate, loving as brethren, tenderhearted, humbleminded:  

9
 not 

rendering evil for evil, or reviling for reviling; but contrariwise blessing; for hereunto were ye called, that 

ye should inherit a blessing.  
10

 For, He that would love life, And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue 

from evil, And his lips that they speak no guile:  
11

 And let him turn away from evil, and do good; Let him 

seek peace, and pursue it.  
12

 For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, And his ears unto their 

supplication: But the face of the Lord is upon them that do evil. 

 

NASB  
8
 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;  

9
 not 

returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very 

purpose that you might inherit a blessing.  
10

 For, "THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, TO LOVE AND SEE 

GOOD DAYS, MUST KEEP HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL AND HIS LIPS FROM SPEAKING DECEIT.  
11

 "HE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD; HE MUST SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE 

IT.  
12

 "FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS EARS ATTEND 

TO THEIR PRAYER, BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL." 



NRSV  
8
 Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind.  

9
 Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that 

you were called-- that you might inherit a blessing.  
10

 For "Those who desire life and desire to see good 

days, let them keep their tongues from evil and their lips from speaking deceit;  
11

 let them turn away from 

evil and do good; let them seek peace and pursue it.  
12

 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and 

his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 

 

NKJV  
8
 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, 

be courteous;  
9
 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that 

you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.  
10

 For "He who would love life And see good days, 

Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit.  
11

 Let him turn away from evil and 

do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it.  
12

 For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears 

are open to their prayers; But the face of the LORD is against those who do evil." 

 

Young’s Literal Translation  
8
 And finally, being all of one mind, having fellow-feeling, loving as brethren, compassionate, courteous,  

9
 

not giving back evil for evil, or railing for railing, and on the contrary, blessing, having known that to this 

ye were called, that a blessing ye may inherit;  
10

 for 'he who is willing to love life, and to see good days, let 

him guard his tongue from evil, and his lips -- not to speak guile;  
11

 let him turn aside from evil, and do 

good, let him seek peace and pursue it;  
12

 because the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears 

-- to their supplication, and the face of the Lord is upon those doing evil;' 

 

New American Bible  
8
 Finally, all of you, be of one mind, sympathetic, loving toward one another, compassionate, humble.  

9
 Do 

not return evil for evil, or insult for insult; but, on the contrary, a blessing, because to this you were called, 

that you might inherit a blessing.  
10

 For: "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep the tongue 

from evil and the lips from speaking deceit,  
11

 must turn from evil and do good, seek peace and follow 

after it.  
12

 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears turned to their prayer, but the face of 

the Lord is against evildoers." 

 

NLT  
8
 Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each other. Love each other as brothers and 

sisters. Be tenderhearted, and keep a humble attitude.  
9
 Don't repay evil for evil. Don't retaliate with insults 

when people insult you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God has called you to do, and 

he will bless you for it.  
10

 For the Scriptures say, "If you want to enjoy life and see many happy days, keep 

your tongue from speaking evil and your lips from telling lies.  
11

 Turn away from evil and do good. Search 

for peace, and work to maintain it.  
12

 The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and his ears are 

open to their prayers. But the Lord turns his face against those who do evil." 



NJB  
8
 Finally: you should all agree among yourselves and be sympathetic; love the brothers, have compassion 

and be self-effacing.  
9
 Never repay one wrong with another, or one abusive word with another; instead, 

repay with a blessing. That is what you are called to do, so that you inherit a blessing.  
10

 For Who among 

you delights in life, longs for time to enjoy prosperity? Guard your tongue from evil, your lips from any 

breath of deceit.  
11

 Turn away from evil and do good, seek peace and pursue it.  
12

 For the eyes of the Lord 

are on the upright, his ear turned to their cry. But the Lord's face is set against those who do evil. 

 

CEV 

 
8
 Finally, all of you should agree and have concern and love for each other.  You should also be 

kind and humble.  
9
 Don’t be hateful and insult people just because they are hateful and insult you.  Instead, 

treat everyone with kindness.  You are God’s chosen ones, and he will bless you.  The Scriptures say,  

  
10

 “Do you really love life? 

   Do you want to be happy? 

  Then stop saying cruel things 

   and quit telling lies. 

  
11

 Give up your evil ways 

   and do right,  

  as you find and follow 

  the road that leads  

to peace. 

  
12

 The Lord watches over  

   Everyone who obeys him, 

  and he listens 

   to their prayers. 

  But he opposes everyone 

   who does evil.” 

 

GNB 

 
8
 To conclude: you must all have the same attitude and the same feelings; love one another as 

brothers, and be kind and humble with one another. 
 9
 Do not pay back evil with evil or cursing with 

cursing; instead, pay back with a blessing, because a blessing is what God promised to give you when he 

called you.  
10

 As the scripture says,  

  “Whoever wants to enjoy life 

   and wishes to see good times,  

   must keep from speaking evil 

   and stop telling lies. 

  
11

 He must turn away from evil and do good; 

   he must strive for peace with all his heart. 

  
12

 For the Lord watches over the righteous 

   and listens to their prayers; 

   but he opposes those who do evil.” 

 

ESV 
8
 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 

mind.  
9
 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were 

called, that you may obtain a blessing.  
10

 For 

 "Whoever desires to love life  

and see good days,  

let him keep his tongue from evil  

and his lips from speaking deceit; 

    
11

 let him turn away from evil and do good;  

let him seek peace and pursue it. 

  
12

 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,  

and his ears are open to their prayer.  

But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 


