
Comparing Translations of I Peter 4:12-19 
 

NIV  
12

 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something 

strange were happening to you.  
13

 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you 

may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  
14

 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  
15

 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or 

thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.  
16

 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 

ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.  
17

 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of 

God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  
18

 

And,  

"If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,  

what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?"   

 
19

 So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful 

Creator and continue to do good. 

 

TNIV 
12

 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you.  
13

 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of 

Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  
14

 If you are insulted because of the name 

of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  
15

 If you suffer, it should not be 

as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.  
16

 However, if you suffer as a 

Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.  
17

 For it is time for judgment to 

begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey 

the gospel of God?  
18

 And,  

“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 

 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
19

 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful 

Creator and continue to do good. 

 

ASV  
12

 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial among you, which cometh upon you to prove you, 

as though a strange thing happened unto you:  
13

 but insomuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings, 

rejoice; that at the revelation of his glory also ye may rejoice with exceeding joy.  
14

 If ye are reproached 

for the name of Christ, blessed are ye; because the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God resteth upon you.  
15

 

For let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or an evil-doer, or as a meddler in other men's matters:  
16

 but if a man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God in this name.  
17

 For 

the time is come for judgment to begin at the house of God: and if it begin first at us, what shall be the end 

of them that obey not the gospel of God?  
18

 And if the righteous is scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly 

and sinner appear?  
19

 Wherefore let them also that suffer according to the will of God commit their souls in 

well-doing unto a faithful Creator.   

 

NASB  
12

 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as 

though some strange thing were happening to you;  
13

 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of 

Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.  
14

 If 

you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  
15

 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler;  
16

 but 

if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name.  
17

 For it is time 

for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for 

those who do not obey the gospel of God?  
18

 AND IF IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT THE 

RIGHTEOUS IS SAVED, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE GODLESS MAN AND THE SINNER?  
19

 

Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator 

in doing what is right. 



NRSV  
12

 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you.  
13

 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so 

that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed.  
14

 If you are reviled for the name of 

Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.  
15

 But let 

none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or even as a mischief maker.  
16

 Yet if any of you 

suffers as a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because you bear this name.  
17

 For the 

time has come for judgment to begin with the household of God; if it begins with us, what will be the end 

for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  
18

 And "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will 

become of the ungodly and the sinners?"  
19

 Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with God's will 

entrust themselves to a faithful Creator, while continuing to do good. 

 

NKJV  
12

 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange 

thing happened to you;  
13

 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His 

glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.  
14

 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, 

blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on 

your part He is glorified.  
15

 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody 

in other people's matters.  
16

 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify 

God in this matter.  
17

 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins 

with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?  
18

 Now "If the righteous 

one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?"  
19

 Therefore let those who suffer 

according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. 

 

Young’s Literal Translation  
12

 Beloved, think it not strange at the fiery suffering among you that is coming to try you, as if a strange 

thing were happening to you,  
13

 but, according as ye have fellowship with the sufferings of the Christ, 

rejoice ye, that also in the revelation of his glory ye may rejoice -- exulting;  
14

 if ye be reproached in the 

name of Christ -- happy are ye, because the Spirit of glory and of God upon you doth rest; in regard, 

indeed, to them, he is evil-spoken of, and in regard to you, he is glorified;  
15

 for let none of you suffer as a 

murderer, or thief, or evil-doer, or as an inspector into other men's matters;  
16

 and if as a Christian, let him 

not be ashamed; and let him glorify God in this respect;  
17

 because it is the time of the beginning of the 

judgment from the house of God, and if first from us, what the end of those disobedient to the good news of 

God?  
18

 And if the righteous man is scarcely saved, the ungodly and sinner -- where shall he appear?  
19

 so 

that also those suffering according to the will of god, as to a stedfast Creator, let them commit their own 

souls in good doing. 

 

New American Bible  
12

 Beloved, do not be surprised that a trial by fire is occurring among you, as if something strange were 

happening to you.  
13

 But rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings of Christ, so that when his 

glory is revealed you may also rejoice exultantly.  
14

 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are 

you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  
15

 But let no one among you be made to suffer as a 

murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as an intriguer.  
16

 But whoever is made to suffer as a Christian should not 

be ashamed but glorify God because of the name.  
17

 For it is time for the judgment to begin with the 

household of God; if it begins with us, how will it end for those who fail to obey the gospel of God?  
18

 

"And if the righteous one is barely saved, where will the godless and the sinner appear?"  
19

 As a result, 

those who suffer in accord with God's will hand their souls over to a faithful creator as they do good.   

 



NLT  
12

 Dear friends, don't be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were 

happening to you.  
13

 Instead, be very glad-- for these trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, 

so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world.  
14

 So be 

happy when you are insulted for being a Christian, for then the glorious Spirit of God rests upon you.  
15

 If 

you suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making trouble, or prying into other people's 

affairs.  
16

 But it is no shame to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God for the privilege of being called by 

his name!  
17

 For the time has come for judgment, and it must begin with God's household. And if judgment 

begins with us, what terrible fate awaits those who have never obeyed God's Good News?  
18

 And also, "If 

the righteous are barely saved, what will happen to godless sinners?"  
19

 So if you are suffering in a manner 

that pleases God, keep on doing what is right, and trust your lives to the God who created you, for he will 

never fail you. 

 

NJB  
12

 My dear friends, do not be taken aback at the testing by fire which is taking place among you, as though 

something strange were happening to you;  
13

 but in so far as you share in the sufferings of Christ, be glad, 

so that you may enjoy a much greater gladness when his glory is revealed.  
14

 If you are insulted for bearing 

Christ's name, blessed are you, for on you rests the Spirit of God, the Spirit of glory.  
15

 None of you should 

ever deserve to suffer for being a murderer, a thief, a criminal or an informer;  
16

 but if any one of you 

should suffer for being a Christian, then there must be no shame but thanksgiving to God for bearing this 

name.  
17

 The time has come for the judgement to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, 

what will be the end for those who refuse to believe God's gospel?  
18

 If it is hard for the upright to be 

saved, what will happen to the wicked and to sinners?  
19

 So even those whom God allows to suffer should 

commit themselves to a Creator who is trustworthy, and go on doing good. 

 

CEV 

 
12

 Dear friends, don’t be surprised or shocked that you are going through testing that is like 

walking through fire.  
13

 Be glad for the chance to suffer as Christ suffered.  It will prepare you for even 

greater happiness when he makes his glorious return.   

 
14

 Count it a blessing when you suffer for being a Christian.  This shows that God’s glorious Spirit 

is with you.  
15

 But you deserve to suffer if you are a murderer, a thief, a crook, or a busybody.  16 Don’t be 

ashamed to suffer for being a Christian.  Praise God that you belong to him.  
17

 God has already begun 

judging his own people.  And if his judgment begins with us, imagine how terrible it will be for those who 

refuse to obey his message.  The Scriptures say,  

  
18

 “If good people barely escape, 

   what will happen to sinners 

  and to others who don’t respect God?” 

 
19

 If you suffer for obeying God, you must have complete faith in your faithful Creator and keep 

on doing right. 

 

GNB 

 
12

 My dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful test you are suffering, as though something 

unusual were happening to you.  13 Rather be glad that you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may 

be full of joy when his glory is revealed.  
14

 Happy are you if you are insulted because you are Christ’s 

followers; this means that the glorious Spirit, the Spirit of God, is resting on you.  
15

 If any of you suffers, it 

must not be because he is a murderer or a thief or a criminal or a meddler in other people’s affairs.             
16

 However, if you suffer because you are a Christian, don’t be ashamed of it, but thank God that you bear 

Christ’s name.  

 
17

 The time has come for judgment to begin, and God’s own people are the first to be judged.  If it 

starts with us, how will it end with those who do not believe the Good News from God?  
18

 As the scripture 

says,  

  “It is difficult for good people to be saved; 

   What, then, will become of godless sinners?” 
19

 So then, those who suffer because it is God’s will for them, should by their good actions trust themselves 

to their Creator, who always keeps his promise. 

 



ESV 
12

 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you.  
13

 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also 

rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.  
14

 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  
15

 But let none of you suffer as a murderer 

or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.  
16

 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but 

let him glorify God in that name.  
17

 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it 

begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  
18

 And  

"If the righteous is scarcely saved,  

what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?"   
19

 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing 

good. 


